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In Hartford, the Professional Outreach Program (POP) Committee is pleased to introduce a 
new symposium event called the Emerging Artist Program.  The intent is to provide a means of 
recognizing artists that have the potential to make a significant contribution to the woodturning field, 
and to give the emerging artists an opportunity to showcase their development and work at the annual 
symposium.    
 
The artists selected by the POP Committee for 2010 are: 
Nick Agar (UK) 
David Belser (NH)
Tucker Garrison (NC)
Pascal Oudet (France).  
 
Each artist will have the opportunity in a 2-hour demonstration to show and explain their unique style of 
work or process.  The demonstrations will take place within the Instant Gallery area at specified times, 
and the attendees will be able to watch and communicate with the artists while they are working.  A 
special table in the Instant Gallery will display the Emerging Artists’ work during the symposium.   
 
There will also be a Journal article about the Emerging Artists sometime after the symposium, with 
images and personal comments of the experience from each artist. 
 
The POP Committee, with respect to its role in the organization and its mission statement, is pleased to 
offer the Emerging Artists Program as a benefit to the AAW membership.
 

David Belser

Nick Agar

Tucker Garrison

Pascal Oudet



POP Committee Welcomes New Members       
The POP Committee is pleased to add the following new members:

David Nittmann
Curt Theobold
Kevin Wallace
David Willard

POP Would Like Your Input           

This Publication Needs a Logo          
The Professional Outreach Program needs a logo to be used on the web page, in the Journal 
and in this publication and we would like your input. Your designs must be received in machine 
readable format by Monday June 14. Entries will be reviewed by the committee at their 
symposium meeting and their selection will be announced at the banquet. Winner will receive 
a free symposium registration fee to be used at the future symposium of their choice.  Please 
send entries to bcrocket@columbus.rr.com 

Instant Gallery Group Critiques                   
Have you ever attended the Instant Gallery Critique where those big guys like David or Bihn talk 
about pieces while attendees listen with rapt attention? As the group walks the show you privately 
think, “Pick mine, please pick mine!” but they just walk on by.  Or perhaps you are thinking, “Please 
don’t pick mine!” and they do, and you are exposed to the whole world?  Well, now you have an 
alternative.

During lunch on Friday and Saturday there will be Instant Gallery Group Critiques where you can 
choose to have your piece discussed by a like-minded group. There will be three tables each day, 
each with a different subject discussion. 15 volunteered turnings will be brought to each table for 
intimate, up-close discussion among the group, with a moderator present to keep the conversation 
flowing.  Subjects and moderators are: Hollow Forms with David Ellsworth, Surface Treatment 
with Jacques Vesery, Natural Edge with Jerry Kermode, Anything Goes with Jim Keller, Sculptural 
Work with Betty Scarpino and Segmented Work with Curt Theobold.

Look for signup sheets in the Instant Gallery.  Be one of the 15 people at each table willing to share 
their work for a great group learning experience.

Jerry Kermode
POP Committee

Plans are already under way for the 2011 symposium in St. Paul. We have begun the process of 
selecting topics for the POP rotations. If there are any topics that you think would be of interest 
to the POP membership please let us know as soon as possible. Please feel free to share your 
suggestions by sending an email to bcrocket@columbus.rr.com  



Collectors of Wood Art Awards             

Graeme Priddle and Michael Cullen awarded residency              

Workshop With Christian Burchard           

A recent POP mailout has led to Graeme Priddle from 
Northland, New Zealand and Michael Cullen from Petaluma, 
California being accepted to undertake a 5 week residency in 
Breville, located in the Cognac region of France.

The residency will run April 17th to May 24th and called for 
a woodturner and a carver to live and collaborate together in 
Breville and create sculptural work for the town.

Michael and Graeme have been attending the Emma Lake and 
CollaboratioNZ collaborative conferences and collaborating on 
sculptural projects for the last 10 years. Michael is a furniture 
designer who’s work features relief carving for textural and 
decorative effect. Graeme’s has a background in sculptural 
woodturning and three dimensional carving. Michael is also 
no novice with the skew and Graeme can knock out a bit of 
furniture when he has to!
Their proposal includes the possibility of taking some current 
designs forward but relies heavily on letting the people and 
the environment of Breville and it’s surrounds have a major 
influence on what direction they take.

Graeme and Michael would like to express their appreciation 
to Magma Fine Woodworking in Austria, www.magma-tools.de 
international suppliers of fine woodworking tools and machinery. 
Magma recently released it’s new range of Black Line Titan 
lathes and will be providing a lathe and other woodworking 
tools and support for the duration of the residency.
And special thanks to the
Association ARBBRE
Résidence d’artistes 2010
Le Bourg
16370 Bréville   FRANCE
 
and the people of Breville for creating this opportunity.
 
 

The Visiting Artist Committee of the Collectors of Wood Art met in December and approved the 
following six grant requests. 

Congratulations to:

Craig Nutt 
Linda VanGehuchten
Michael Hosaluk
Yuri Kobayashi
Kristina Madsen
Katie Hudnall

Christian Burchard will be teaching a workshop at Anderson Ranch July 26 - 30. This is a workshop for 
advanced level participants entitled “Finding Your Voice: Technique, Material and Imagination.”For 
further details visit www.andersonranch.org/workshops



Visit
segmentedwoodturners.

org for online registration.
Registration dates 

Mar 1 - Sep 30, 2010
Late registration 

Oct 1, 2010 - add $50

registration

2nd
segmenting
symposium

The landmark 1st Segmenting Symposium in 
November 2008 was a resounding success.
From that humble beginning of approximately 
100 attendees, segmentedwoodturners.org 
was born.  As a chapter of the American 
Association of Woodturners, the club – with 
members from around the world – has 
become the driving force in segmented 
woodturning.

Now is your opportunity to be a part of 
another great event dedicated solely 
to segmenting.  Set among the 
splendor that is the Great Smoky 
Mountains, Arrowmont is a 
nationally renowned center of 
contemporary arts and crafts 
education.  Join us there for three 
days of “Exploring More Possibilities” ...

November 11-14, 2010

Enjoy this video from the 1st 
segmenting symposium ...

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fqGPaB4DL_k

not
convinced?

From novice to 
accomplished,

everyone interested 
in segmenting is 

welcome and will 
benefit.

who should 
attend

location

Arrowmont School 
of Arts and Crafts

Gatlinburg TN

arrowmont.org

$245 
nonmembers $270 

(includes 1-yr 
membership)

3-day meal plan 
$150

event pricing

membership
Join this virtual online club 

for inspiration, the forum, 
members’ gallery, tips & 

tricks, instruction, critiques, 
newsletter, and more.

segmentedwoodturners.org

demonstrators

rotations
Where to Start, Tips & 

Tricks, Ribbons, Beyond 
the Vessel, Small-Scale 

Turnings, Sculptural 
Work, Pens, Software 

Programs to Aid Design, 
Photography, Glue 

Technology ...

Jerry Bennett, Andy Chen, 
Dennis Daudelin, Jamie 

Donaldson, Kurt Hertzog, 
Lloyd Johnson, Bill 

Kandler, Dennis Keeling, 
Jim Rodgers, Bill Smith, 

Curt Theobald, Malcolm 
Tibbetts, Dale Zimmerman 

Act Today ...
Attendance is 

limited, on a first-

come, first served 

basis.



  

BE OUR GUEST EXHIBIT              

Coming soon to St. Paul
Be Our Guest: A progressive Invitational January 31- March 28, 2010  
   
With the cooperative efforts of the American Association of Woodturners, POP Committee 
Chair Jacques Vesery, and AAW Exhibit Committee Member Pete Kekel, The Ohio Craft  
Museum,Columbus, Ohio recently exhibited a woodturning show entitled “Be Our Guest: A 
Progressive Invitational.”  The museum extended an invitation to 15 established artists, who, in 
turn, were asked to select two emerging (guest) artists to participate in providing work, 
“representative of current explorations in the field.”   
   
Interestingly,in selecting their guest artists, the invited artists did not seem to interpret the concept 
of “emerging” too literally.  For example, some of the guest artists are quite well-established in their 
own right but, for whatever reason, were not chosen initially.  Moreover, closer to the definition 
of “emerging,” some of the initially invited artists are established teachers, and selected as their 
choice, promising students yet to be recognized.  Others were selected due to an emotional 
attachment in observing their guest artists’ work and creative style.  Additionally, the selection 
process of some invited artists seemed to reflect their perception of significant and steady 
conceptual growth within guests artists’ body of work observed over a period of time.  
   
This diverse interpretation of the concept of “emerging” resulted in an outstanding display of work, 
illustrated in the accompanying images.  The exhibit was highlighted by a museum reception 
on Sunday, February 7th, and a gallery talk about the pieces by artists J. Paul Fennell and Andi 
Wolfe.  Attendance was high for this event, which is indicative of the interest that turned wood art is 
receiving.  This is the second exhibit of woodturned forms by the Ohio Craft  Museum : in 2006, the 
museum exhibited the highly-acclaimed “Our Turn Now: Artists Speak Out in Wood.”       
   
The show runs from January 31st through March 28th, 2010.  In June, the exhibit will travel to 
the AAW Gallery of Wood Art in St. Paul , Minnesota , and be on display through August 22nd.  
Participants include:  Christian Burchard, Jason Schneider, Dan Tilden, Marilyn Campbell, Carol 
Floate, John Goodyear, David Ellsworth, Curt Theobald, Pete Black, Bob Hawks, John Jordan, Ed 
Kelle, Molly Winton, Binh Pho, Joey Richardson, Jerry Bennett, Merryll Saylan, Kim Winkle, Betty 
Scarpino, Helga Winter, Michael Stadler, Mark Sfirri, Jake Antonelli, George Dubinsky, Alan Stirt, 
Douglas Fisher, Mark Gardner, Jacques Vesery, Sharon Doughtie, Pat Kramer, J. Paul Fennell, Art 
Liestman, Andi Wolfe, Trent Bosch, Steve Worcester, and Ron Gerton

We are looking forward to a more extensive article by Paul and Andi in a future journal issue.



Jacques Vesery 
creates new work for“National Treasures” exhibit             

 

Artist/ Sculptor  Jacques Vesery [ Damariscotta, Maine] has completed a piece which will be part of 
“National Treasures” a special exhibition of wood art created from historic materials opening March 
18th, 2010 at the Architectural Digest Home Design Show in New York City.  Presented by William E. 
Jewell of Historical Woods of America and  co-curated by  Vesery,  this  unprecedented art exhibit will 
include works by twenty internationally known artist.
Vesery’s  creation titled “ A Fascination  With Cherry Trees”  is primarily made of cherry from George 
Washington’s estate, Mount Vernon in Virginia and represents many aspects of our first President’s 
life. The Artist’s inspiration comes from his own history and connection to Washington as well. Vesery 
attended George Washington Elementary  School in New Jersey, one mile from the route that General 
Washington took in 1776 just prior to his famous Delaware River crossing . He also served four years 
as a Submariner in the US Navy and was stationed on the first Fleet Ballastic Missile Submarine..... the 
USS George Washington SSBN 598. It seemed fitting and appropriate that he  work with the following 
materials for this event.

The  seven inch tall  by four inch diameter classic vessel form, made from the cherry, has been carved, 
textured and painted to create the illusion it has grown into this shape. Bark, lichen and maps are all 
made on the surface of this single piece of wood.  Vesery has replicated a drawing by Samuel Vaughan, 
an amateur architect from England and a great admirer of General Washington on . This detailed plan 
of the house and grounds from sketches and notes Vaughan made in his journal during a six-day stay 
at the plantation in 1787 was later presented  to Washington as a token of his esteem. On the oppos-
ing side of this form is a map which represents Washington’s life as a Surveyor and Mapmaker. The 
original drawn by  General Washington depicts the surveyed properties of his five farm and mansion 
estate on the Potomac River.

The vessel’s top is made of several pieces of wood, one being Horse Chestnut planted by Washington.  
He planted thirteen trees in downtown Fredericksburg, VA  to represent each of the existing colonies. 
The trees provided shade for his mother and sister as they walked to and from each other’s houses. 
The last of these trees was reclaimed by Historical Woods of America and distributed to several artists 
including Vesery.  The final is similar to one found within the compound at Mount Vernon and is made 
of African Blackwood to represent Washington’s quandary with slavery. During the 1700’s Southern 
Plantations used slave labor as did Mount Vernon.  During the Revolution  Washington became in-
creasingly conscious of the contradiction between the  struggle  for liberty and  freedom versus the 
system of slavery. As President, he believed that slavery was wrong and against the principles of the 
new nation, but felt he could not speak out against it, as he believed this would tear the new nation 
apart, which it did seventy years later. In his will, he arranged for all of the slaves he owned to be freed 
after his death which included the continued care and education of  former slaves, support and training 
for all of the children until they came of age, and continuing support for the elderly.
Witih the top is a painted sky as it might be painted on a vaulted ceiling or viewed from the mansion’s 
cupola. It is the small window to a bigger world and  is connected to the blackwood to represent the 
bond to freedom that every person is entitled, past present and future. 





Artist Statement from Exhibit Catalog

“ A Fascination  With Cherry Trees”   2010    7.2” x 4” D    carved/ textured Mt. Vernon cherry,  Fredericksburg 
chestnut, african blackwood, acrylics 

My connection to George Washington may seem distant to some, but for me, it is as close as can be. His 
name has been part of my life since I was 3 or 4 years old. My first attempt at art was when I hacked holes 
in my Fathers’ prize Japanese Red Maple and was taught to remember the story of Washington’s experi-
ence with trees at such a young age. I attended George Washington Elementary  School in New Jersey, 
just miles from the route that General Washington took to  Valley Forge. I served 4 years as a Submariner 
in the US Navy and was stationed on the first Fleet Ballastic Missile Submarine..... the USS George Wash-
ington SSBN 598. Is this fate or by chance that my path would take this route? Some things are just meant 
to be and I find myself continuing on that path with the opportunity to work with wood from Mount Vernon, 
possibly planted by George himself. It also seems fitting to include a small piece of chestnut that has been 
documented as being planted by Washington. I wonder where my next connection with such a great man 
will come from... Chance has nothing to with what has become the fate of my own  history.

For further information;
Historical Woods of America Inc. 
William E. Jewell, Founder & President
P.O. Box 6474
Fredericksburg, VA 22403 
voice: 540.273.1349      email: jewell@historicalwoods.com


